Table of Contents

Introduction
Acknowledgments

1 Homelessness and its definitions
1.1 Who is a homeless person? Several definitions of homelessness
1.2 Definition of homelessness adopted in Europe
1.3 Definition of homelessness adopted in the United States
1.4 Definition of homelessness adopted in Australia
1.5 Concluding remarks

2 Methodologies to count and survey homeless individuals
2.1 Service-based administrative data
2.2 Service-based estimation strategies
2.3 Point-in-time counts and surveys
2.4 Imputations with non-standard sampling methods
2.5 Data from the general population census
2.6 Longitudinal data on homelessness

3 The volume of the homeless population
3.1 A new cross-country dataset on the homeless population:
the International Homelessness Dataset (IHD, 2024)
3.2 Homelessness prevalence across countries
3.3 Homelessness prevalence across cities

4  Over-time trends in homelessness across European countries
4.1 Trends at the country level
4.1.1 European countries
4.1.2  Australia and the US
4.2 Trends at the city level

VII

IX

O 3 QN W = =

12
14
15
17
18
19

23

24
30
37

51
51
51
63
67



VI Homelessness
5 What does contribute to homelessness? 73
5.1 Data on a country’s institutional characteristics 74
5.2 Correlation between the volume of homeless and socio-economic
factors Europe 75
5.3 Correlation between homelessness and welfare generosity in Europe 76
5.4 Correlation between homelessness and the labor market 80
5.5 Correlation between homelessness and political orientation 84
5.6 Homelessness and social housing 88
6  Who are the homeless and those at risk of homelessness? 103
6.1 The characteristics of homeless individuals: Evidence
from an original point in time survey in Italy 103
7  The costs of homelessness and potential policies 121
7.1  The costs of homelessness 121
7.2 What types of interventions might help to reduce homelessness? 124
7.2.1 Theoretical considerations 124
7.2.2  Available evidence on effective programs 126
Final remarks 129
Appendix Tables 131
Bibliography 139
About the Authors 149



